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CLAUDIO DOBBS. 


Cuapter IV. 





THE CRITIC—THE ACTOR—AND THE 
POET. 


Mr. Gay Buckman, writer of farces, had 
once been a surgeon, and the epigram on 
Aaron Hill might have been applied to 
him :— 

“ For farces and physic 

His equal there scarce is, 
His farces are physic, 

His physic a farce is.” 

Once, however, he had got paid for his 
insipid taste; but as younger and cleverer 
writers had now sprung up, and moreover, 
managers got translations from the French 
cheap, Buckman was neglected. 

So he set up a publication, in which he 
wrote down every one; and was especially 
savage towards dramatists and actors. 

Gay Buckman in his elegant wig, and 
with his false teeth, did not look the old 
bachelor of fifty-seven by any means. 

He was a great diner out, and having a 
small independence, enjoyed himself ex- 
ceedingly. You might see him any day 
at the Garrick, which was his club, with 
his brandy and water, and his newspaper, 
which he read with the aid of a gold eye- 
glass, for of course he would not wear 
spectacles. 

Roderigo Hicks also belonged to the 
Garrick, and one day entering that resort 
of the theatrical, he found Buckman in his 
usual seat, reading a scurrilous priut. 





“How are you Hicks?” said Gay Buck- 
man, nodding affably. 

‘Like the gentleman who was in the 
rough middling category, some better and 
few worse,” replied Hicks as he took a 
seat. 

“That’s precisely my condition,’’ said 
Buckman, “ I drank rather too much cham- 
pagne last night.” 

“You are lucky to be able to get cham- 
pagne ad libitum.” 

“It was toasting Fanny Lee,” said 
Buckman, “Isn’t she a pretty woman? 
Egad Hicks! If she had ten thousand 
pounds, I’d make her my wife.” 

“‘She has returned to the stage,” said 
Hicks, ‘‘ but she’s thrown away were she 
is; and the kind of comedy she acts is not 
her forte. She plays genteel comedy well, 
and nothing else.” 

“ You're wrong my boy—quite wrong, 
by Thalia and Melpomene! Fanny Lee, 
when she came out, indeed thirteen years 
ago, couldn’t act;—she said to me once, 
‘O! I wassuch a wretch ! "—For was there 
ever an actress at sixteen ?” 

** Why did she leave the boards!” “0! 
in a huff, because she had an idea she 
wasn’t appreciated.” 

“ Nobody of talent is Sir,” said Roderigo, 
with a gloomy brow. 

‘«‘ Fanny is the best actress in a particular 
walk we have, in my opinion,” observed 
the critic. Gay Buckman was thus talking, 
when in walked a youth of not more than 
nineteen, with an incipient moustache, 
whose breath was redolent of cigars, and 
who had a swagger of infinite importance. 

Felix Titmouse, son of a linendraper, 
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was a einen. who had just gone to 
Oxford; and having plenty of money, was 


always in serapes. ‘The boy fancied he 
was a genius, and wrote poetry—such 
poetry! a volume of which he had just 


published. 

“ How are you my boy?” said this pre- 
cocious individual, as he threw himself 
sprawling into a chair, “ its very wawm,” 
(for so Felix pronounced very warm, 
because he had heard Sir Edward Bulwer 
did so.) 

‘| dont think so,” returned Hicks gruffly 
—*‘‘ not at all,” ‘“‘ Ah! but I’ve been up all 
night,” said Felix, ‘ not had a d—d wink 
of ‘sleep r 

” And pray where were you?” asked 
Gay Buckman sardonically. 

‘‘ Went first to see that confounded ruff, 
who came out at Covent Garden last night ; 
hissed him Mr, Hicks, till I could hiss no 
longer. By Jove Sir! that man has no 
more idea of acting, than my tom cat at 
Oxford. Then I went to the Cider Cellar, 
and lushed terifically; after that I looked 
jn at the Piccadilly Saloon ; and finished by 
serenading Fanny Lee, and her Cousin 
Dinah Miller, at daybreak.” 

“The devil you did, Sir!” 

“IT did by Jupiter!” and the young 
gentleman hummed the serenade from Don 
Pasquale. 

“You're a nice young man I don’t 
think,” said Hicks. 

‘‘What’s the use of life, if one’s not 
jolly?” responded the youth. ‘“T say, 
let’s go and have some fun to-night 
together, all of us. And by the way Buck- 
man, I wish you’d notice my poems. 
There’s one—a Cut-up of the Modern 
Drama—quite in the style of old Churchill, 
I flatter myself.” 

‘’ve no doubt of it, Sir,” returned Gay 
Buckman. “From what I’ve seen of your 
poems.” “I’m going to send you three 
dozen of old sherry,” interrupted Felix, who 
had his reasons for propitiating the critic. 
And so mollified was that great man by this 
munificent offering, that smoothing down 
his rising choler, he declared the aspiring 
youth was a fine fellow, and a real genius, 

So Felix Titmouse got a flaming review 
of his execrable doggrel i in Mr. Buckman’ s 
publication, and spent a large sum of 
money in advertising his work, with that 
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nies. sida to the emolument of 
The Atheneum, The Literary Gazette, and 
The Times. 

If any one ever looks into that same 
volume, with its sonnets to Aurelia Hashly, 
its eccentric versification on the subject of 
classical lore, its somewhat loose morality, 
and small attempts at fun, he will not won- 
der that Felix ‘Titmouse was plucked at the 
Little-go, as he was soon afterwards, when 
he went up for that examination. 





METRO POLITAN THEATRES. 





DRURY LANE. 

M. Jullien, began his Promenade Con- 
| certs here on Monday Night, for the Sea- 
|son. The House was crowded in every 
|part, and so much confusion prevailed 
| throughout the Evening, that one left in 
disgust. The same fittings up of the 
Orchestra, &c. are as usual. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 

On Friday last the audience had a ‘rich 
treat at this Theatre in witnessing Knowles’s 
Play the Love Chase, which was admirably 
cast altogether. Miss Fitzpatrick made 
her first appearance here this season in the 
part of Constance which she played with 
uncommon success. Her acting was chaste 
and lady-like, and there was no attempt at 
over acting. She was extremely well re- 
ceived, and came in for a well-merited share 
of applause during her performance. We 
were much pleased with the acting of a 
| young debutant, a Miss Fiesh, who took us 
unawares; she displayed a talent quite 
unexpected, in her pathetic scenes. She 
was far above mediocrity, and aroused the 
audience to a pitch of approbation quite 
unlooked for. Her acting throughout was 
marked by great intelligence and feeling, 
and the audience felt the force of it by 
frequent applause. She appears very young, 
but very interesting. Mrs. Marston as the 
Widow Green left nothing to be desired ; 
she is indeed the Widow Green and no 
mistake. Hoskins played Wildrake with 
his accustomed ability and finisse, and was 
highly amusing. Mr. Barrett as Trueluve, 
gave to the character a gentlemanly de- 
meanour and mellowness of style that 
pleased us much. His description of him- 
self as the gay and fond lover of the Widow 
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Green, was equal to the late Mr. Strick- 

land. There was much finish about his 

acting. and it went off with ecldt. Messrs. 

Marston and Robinson were, as usual, up 

to the mark, and the curtain dropped 

amidst enthusiastic approbation. 
ASTLEY’S. 

Azael, the Prodiga!, has been brought 
out at this Theatre, with immense success. 

The management have certainly spared 
no expense in the production of the piece, 
for which the dramatic and equestrian re- 
sources of the establishment were peculiarly 
adapted. 

In the first scene we see the interior of the 
tent of Reuben, the Israelite—witness the 
arrival of the strangers from Memphis, and 
the departure of Azael and his tempters 
with the caravan, in which the camels, 
horses and zebras, sheep and goats, with 
the travellers, in the} picturesque costume 
of the East, form a singular and striking 
procession. ‘The scene in the square of 
Memphis, in which are exhibited the 
dances and procession in honour of the Bull 
Idol, which is placed on the summit of a 
magnificent pyramidal chariot, and attended 
by priests, votaries, and dancing girls of 
the temple, was most effective; but in 
point of splendour and grand dramatic con- 
ception, it was far exceeded by the cele- 
brated orgie of the priests and female dan- 
cers in the interior of the great pyramid. 
The grouping of the revellers in the fore- 
ground and upon those gigantic stairs 
which seem to lead to some palace of the 
genli, was excellently managed. From 
this scene of dazzling splendour, of mad 
revelry and riot mirth, the change to the 
dreary solitude of the desert is most im- 
pressive. Presently we hear the tinkling 
of the camel’s bells, the shouts of the drivers, 
and the caravan again traverses the scene ; 
the Prodigal is deserted by his false friends, 
and left to perish on the inhospitable sands. 
Then, in the darkness of night, and aban- 
doned even by hope, the Dream Spirit 
shews to the outcast prodigal that sweet 
vision of home and homely joys, the fore- 
runner of his return to the arms of his 
mourning father and his faithful Jeptele. 
The piece was effectively acted by Mr. 
Dale, in the character of Reuben; Mr. 














Maddocks, as Azacl; Mr. H. Chester, as | health, and plays with her wonted naviete. 
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Amenophis; Miss Barrett, as Jeptele ; 
Miss Fenton, as Nefte; Miss Clara Tellett, 
as Naptha; and Mrs. W. H. Harvey, as 
Lia, the Almee dancer. ‘The dances, under 
the direction of Mr. W. H. Harvey, were 
very creditably executed, especially the 
celebrated Pas de Poignards in the orgie 
scene, danced by the whole corps de ballet, 
The clever optical effects introduced in the 
visionary tableaux shown to Azael in the 
Desert, were produced under the super- 
intendance of Mr. Child, the well-known 
artist in dissolving views. ‘The scenery, 
costumes, and magnificent accessories to 
the piece, were all in perfect keeping with 
the grandeur of the subject. ‘The stage 
performances were followed by the scenes 
in the circle, by the equestrian droupe, 
amongst whom are several surprising ar- 
tistes, who execute a variety of novel and 
daring feats of equitation. The House was 
crowded in every part. 


BRITANNIA SALOON. 


The appearance of Mr. James Anderson, 
at this establishment, created no small ex- 
citement among the play-going public last 
week. The House was crowded every 
night; and the reception awarded to the 
“ bright peculiar star.” was cordial in the 
extreme. ‘ Hamlet,” “Othello,” and 
‘« Macbeth,” were the pieces represented ; 
the hero in each being sustained by Mr. 
Anderson. We were much pleased at the 
marked attention displayed by the audience, 
towards the works of Sbakespeare,—shew- 
ing as it does, that even the “people” can 
appreciate the “‘ world’s fact,” despite the 
innumerable invitations to 

“Sup full of Horrors,’. 

For the production of either play, the 
management was exceedingly happy. The 
scenery, costumes, and ‘‘ properties,” being 
of a superior order; on the whole, the 
week passed off right merrily; and we 
sadly lament not having the space re- 
quisite to do justice to the respective mem- 
bers of the corps dramatique. Suffice it to 
say, one and all were admirable. 

Mrs. S. Lane, the fair manageress, has 
returned to the boards this week, much to 
the delight of her numerous admirers. She 
seems perfectly recovered from her ill- 

















SS 































jr 


- 
ata eee aegasomon 











| 
| 





eer re 
"i -——— 
eet 























376 THEATRICAL JOURNAL 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
E.' D. Bucxiey.—It is our intention to do 


the other Memoirs as soon as circumstances 
will permit, 


P. P.—Please to leave the particulars of the 
back numbers at our Publishers, and they 
shall be looked out for you. 


D. Ducr.—Ask Mr. Gilbert, at the Soho 
Theatre. 


A Supscrtper.—The Volume will be com- 
plete on the 26th of December. 


G. Mason.—We do not recollect having seen 
your play, we therefore cannot advise you. 


W. Bartietr.—We have read the “ Death 
Struggle,” and consider it a piece worthy 
of the Author’s ability; the description 
of the subject of the painting is admirably 
carried out. 


H. Tyrrery.—We received the note, and 
shall adhere most strictly to his request. 








The Theatrical Hournal, 
OFFICE, 113, FLEET STREET. 





WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1851. 


A GOSSIP WITH THE “WELLS.” 


The production of the poetic play of 
Ignomar, is certainly a triumph of histrionic 
completeness and of pictorial effect. The 
immense reception it has been greeted with 
shows how ready the public are to welcome 
a work which does honor to the adapter, 
the actors, and the artist. Completeness 
has ever been the one great characteristic 
of the present management; from the trunk 
of the tree to the weakest of the branches 
accordance has always been visible, and in 
this one instance it is, if possible, more 
discernible than ever. The Blunt Chief of 
the Allemarie and the charming Greek Girl 
could not have representatives more alive 
to the roughness and gentleness, savageness, 
and heroism, with which these characters 
are imbued. 

It seems rather to be wondered, from the 
principle of completeness that always has 
been the aim of Mr. Phelps, and his com- 
panion-in-arms, Mr. Greenwood, that a 


young lady like Miss Fanny Vining has not 
been before engaged. She seems to us to 
be a type of their managerial system. Her 
delivery, like Mr. Phelps’s, is free from 
mannerism, each word is understood as she 
utters it, effect is not strained after. The 
ground is eschewed for the plain and 
straightforward, and the poetry is given 
with a respect for the author and a just 
appreciation of the theme. 

While the two second men remain, and 
the light comedy in the hands of Mr. 
Hoskins, and Messrs. G. & P. keep such 
able assistants as Messrs. Barrett, Graham, 
and Robinson, the same character, the 
same closeness must continue in all that is 
put upon the stage. 

The return of Mrs. Marston during the 
present season, very much aids a particular 
portion of the female business, and the 
second comic, which has hitherto been given 
to any person who could make herself use- 
ful and agreeable, will once more be in the 
hands of Miss Fitzpatrick. This lady like- 
wise represents the extreme branch of first 
comedy. Such pieces as “ She would and 
“She would not; ‘Is he Jealous; ‘*Mar- 
“ried Rake,’ &c. and others of an extra- 
vagant nature are suited to her style, which 
though not striking, is more than passable. 

Here a few dramas we should much like 
to see introduced in lieu of the farces that 
occupy the latter part of the evening. The 
Rent Day for instance would prove attractive 
with 

Martin Heywood Marston, 


Silver Jack...... Hoskins, 
Rachael ......00. Miss Fanny Vining, 


Polly Briggs .... Miss Fitzpatrick. 

There are many of Buckstone’s dramas 
might be found useful; also those of Boyle 
Bernard, Douglas Jerrold, & Mark Lemon. 
The Housekeeper, St. Mary's Eve, Gwynneth 
Vaughan, Agnes de Verse, The Wonder, and 
The Honeymoon, compressed into three acts, 
and a score of others. 





THE PRINTERS’ DRAMATIC SOCIETY, 


Tux above Society commenced their Per- 
formances this season by giving to their 
Stage Manager a benefit, which took place 
at the St. James’s Theatre on the 25th 
ult. when the esteem and respect in which 
that gentleman was held, was made manifest 





by the crowded state of the house, and.the ; 
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manner in which he was supported by the 
members of the club. They seemed, on 
this occasion, to have dropped (to speak 
professionally) the line, and looked only to 
the interest of the pieces: would that they 
and all other societies of a similar kind 
would do the like. Romeo & Juliet was the 
first piece,—the part of Romeo, in the bill 
we had, was announced to be played by 
a Madam Georges; this lady however, 
appeared as Juliet, and aided by her hand- 
some appearance, rendered the character 
in a very respectable manner. We would 
hint that if she did not attempt to make 
such forcible points, she would attain more. 
‘‘ Slowly and sure ” the Friar says, ‘‘ They 
“stumble who run fast.” This is advice 
that every beginner in the Theatrical pro- 
fession should pay strict attention to, 
although this young lady, by her evident 
attention to the text, showed herself to be 
possessed of a very superior mind; yet we 
would say she cannot injure it by study. 
There was also a change in the Friar, Mr. 
Dorrington playing Romeo instead of the 
Hooded Priest. To criticise this gentleman’s 
efforts would be unfair, as in the after part 
of the play he scarcely knew a line of the 
text; his appearance was everything in his 
favor,—his efforts however, were weak and 
tame in the extreme, it might have been 
caused by his looseness in the language. 
We know that it is quite impossible for any 
one to act who is not perfect in the words 
of a part. It seemed to us that the whole 
piece had been recast since the issue of our 
bill, for the gentleman who played the Friar 
was down for Capulet, and so it ran 
through the whole piece. The Mercutio 
of Mr. W. Saw deserves an especial word 
of praise; it was given with this gentle- 
man’s usual good sense, and was amply 
rewarded by the hearty applause of the 
crowded house. The Tybalt of Mr. Nelson 
Steyne was judiciously given by this gen- 
tleman: not over ranted, as is sometimes 
the case with parties who play this charac- 
ter, thinking, we presume, that loudness is 
descriptive of passion. The above-named 
gentleman gave all the feeling necessary to 
the part, without tearing it to tatters. 
Mrs. Griffiths was the Nurse on the occa- 
sion ; it is needless to say one word in her 
praise, ‘The farce of Bor & Cor followed, 


the Club. The whole concluded with 
Jerrold’s Rent Day, which was most cleverly 
acted throughout, although there were 
changes here as in the first piece. ‘The 
Martin Heywood, which was to have been 
played by Mr. Dorrington, was most effec- 
tively represented by Mr. Gilbert, the 
proprietor of the Soho Theatre. This gen- 
tleman showed himself to be an actor of no 
mean capabilities. The Rachel, too, was 
transferred from Miss Moss to Mrs. J. 
Simpson, who played it in a feeling and 
lady-like manner. The Bulfrog was enacted 
by Mr. H. Bennet with his usual amount 
of humour. Silver Jack and Hysop in the 
hands of Mr. Saw and Mr. Palmer lost 
nothing: nor must we forget to mention 
the careful, steady, gentlemanly way in 
which the Squire was played by Mr. Steyne, 
or the Toby Heywood by Mr. Winterson, 
both these gentlemen proved themselves to 
be sensible and educated actors; the latter 
is new to the Club, and will be a great 
acquisition to its corps. The Polly was in 
the hands of Miss Douglas, (a lady also 
new to this Club) most creditably repre- 
sented. T'wo very pleasing dances were 
executed between the acts. 

Some few of the members of the above 
Society got up an entertainment at Ander- 
ton’s Hotel, on Monday last, in aid of the 
funds of the Printers’ Atheneum, and gave 
great satisfaction to a room crammed with 
nearly 200 persons. ‘The various selections 
were admirable, and greatly relished. 


HALL OF SCIENCE, Crry Roap. 


Mr. Henry Tyrrell, (Editor of the Prac- 
tical Elocutionist, and teacher of Elocution) 
gave an entertainment at the above Hall, 
on Monday, the 3rd inst. The audience 
was very attentive, and much appreciated 
the pieces presented them. After giving 
his instructive Lecture on Elocution, with 
his usual talent, Miss E. L. Dyer, gave 
us an excellent piece, entitled “‘ Honesty,” 
by Eliza Cook, (originally recited by Mr. 
W. Bartlett,) the growing popular and 
famous reciter of comical poetic pieces, 
who on this occasion contributed to the 
amusement of the evening, with a humorous 
piece, by Douglas Jerrold, “St. James, 
and St. Giles,’ which makes comparison 
between the two parishes to the following 








but it ‘was not one of the happiest efforts of 


effect :— 
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“In St. James’s,the Queen holds a drawing-room 
gay; 

e a Giles’s, Joe Smith holds a garret all day ; 

“Tn St. James’s, Pall Mall, is considered polite ; 

“fn St. Giles, Pell Mell, in the gutter they fight ; 

“In St. James’s, they sleep on down pillows, and 
snore ; 

“In St. Giles the same, but its down on the floor.” 

It was given in a good comic style, and 
the audience seemed much pleased with it, 
as they also were with his ‘‘ Come and take 
Tea in the Arbour,” and very witty sketch 
of ‘ Epitaph on a Candle,” by Wood, 
creating their merriment and approbation. 
Mr, Tyrrell, in ‘ Rienzi’s Oration to the 
Romans,” “ Tit for Tat,” and the “ Painter 
of Athens,” all of which, rendered with his 
usual excellency, were much applauded. 
Mr. Rutland’s delivery of “‘ Marc Antony’s 
Speech,” was his best effort, and gained 
applause ; his “‘ Lucius Junious Brutus, on 
the Death of Lucretia,” wanted more fire 
and variety. A scene from the ‘ Honey- 
moon,” between Mr. Tyrrell, as the Duke, 
and Miss E. L. Dyer, as the Duchess, well 
represented, concluded the evening. ‘This 
young lady has merit, but. she requires 
to be more natural in her style, and rid 
herself of a sort of affectation she has 
adopted ; we say as much cut of good feel- 
ing towards her, and for her guidance, and 
improvement, ‘The Hall was well attended, 
and has been handsomely decorated, since 
last we visited it. 
CITY OF LONDON INSTITUTION, 

GOULD SQUARE. 

A Musical and Dramatic Entertainment 
was given at this favorite amateur place 
of amusements, on Wednesday, the 22nd 
instant, with complete success. ‘‘ The 
little comedy of Marriage,” was gone 
through very respectably by all concerned ; 
as was a scene from the ‘ Provost of 
Bruges,” by Messrs. Jackson and Woollcott. 
“« Eugene Aram’s Dream,” given by Mr. 
Jackson, instead of a recitation from Mr. 
Hampon, was excellently recited, and 
gained for its reciter a call before the 
curtain. But the great attraction of the 
night, was the interlude of the ‘ Unpro- 
tected Female,” and the * Figure of Fun, 
or the Bloomer Costume.” ‘The first of the 
last mentioned pieces was the gem of the 
night; the acting of Miss Retard would 
not have disgraced any stage, her business 





added another leaf to the chaplet of fame 
already given her, and fully sustained her 
well earned reputation. We must not 
forget to mention the very excellent 
management of the various voices off the 
stage, by the individuals assuming them, 
they well merited the applause bestowed 
upon the various points made. Tom 
Temple found an able representative in 
Mr. Nelson, he was the rollicking medical 
student of the present day, who studies 
from life instead of death, and makes his 
principle object an “ Unprotected Female.” 
Although we have bestowed so much pains 
upon the interlude, we must not forget the 
‘* Bloomer,” or the admirable speech made 
by Mr. Nelson, previous to its commence- 
ment; it was a manly and staitforward 
address, every word dropped of truth, and 
was as eagerly taken by those to whom 
they were thrown, as if they had been 
indeed the jewel spoken of. He was re- 
peatedly interrupted by loud applause from 
every part of the crowded hall, and upon 
his retiring, a call was raised for his return, 
but owing to the lateness of the evening, 
he did not avail himself of the honor, In 
the ‘‘ Bloomer,” Miss Douglas, who repre- 
sented the unfortunate Miss Baily, was 
most rapturously received, and played with 
usual archness; but we would advise her 
not to sacrifice her good name, by being 
imperfect on another occasion, the prompter 
was heard at every line. Mr. Woollcott 
played the showman, ‘Cockles,” very 
respectably, but did not look so, his make 
up was too “outre.” Of Mr. E. Hill's, 
Nobby Nick, we could say much upon this 
gentleman’s general acting and selection 
of pieces, but we will refrain, in charity, 
and gently hint, that it was “rather” 
over-done; although it was a character 
most admirably suited to this gentleman’s 
general style of acting, yet must confess, 
that we were puzzled to find which was 
the most prominent part of the two, ‘‘ his” 
or the “drum,” for he made one quite as 
noisy as the other. Mr. Nelson too seemed 
out of his element in Joseph Jumps, but, 
nevertheless, was irresistibly funny. His 
dressing and make up was most artistic, 
and gained for him, on his appearance, a 
hearty round of applause; he made the 
most of a bad part, The exertions of a 





and bye-play was most exquisite; she 





well conducted band, gave to the evening’s 
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enjoyment, a relish well worthy of atten- 
tion; and when the gentlemen comprising 
the corps have become more perfect from 
practice, they will be better appreciated 
than they were on the above mentioned 
occasion. ‘The Hall, during the recess, 
has been most beautifully re-decorated, and 
certainly has a neat and pleasing effect. _ 
ANTI-BLOOMERISM. 

On Thursday last Mrs. Brougham, well 
known in the theatrical circles, commenced 
a series of Lectures on the present system 
of dress, in opposition to that advocated by 
Mrs. Amelia Bloomer. Large audiences 
have gathered at the Soho Theatre, in favor 
of Bloomerism, and as if it were to prove 
the admiration that is entertained for the 
new costume, the number present on this 
occasion scarcely reached forty persons. 
Such a cold assemblage must have been far 
from gratifying to the lecturer, who, if we 
may take her general style of dress as the 
standard of her taste, is an advocate for the 
public display of those beauties peculiar to 
the sex that ladies of the present age would 
think immoral to throw open to the general 
gaze. Whatever complaints the opposers 
to the Bloomer may be ready to make, there 
is no one can attach it on the ground of 
indecency or immorality. Admitting that 
it hides the form of the leg, as some of its 
traducers allege, is not that an argument in 
its favor? for surely when that portion cf 
the tender sex is well developed, and the eye 


of man travels along its surface, it is calcu-- 


lated to produce amatory feelings. However, 
to cut the matter short, the Lecture went 
off very sorrily. 


PROVINCIAL 

Mancurster. —TuHeatre Royau.—Since 
our last, the beautiful opera of ‘ Maritana,” 
has been the opening piece each night,* fol- 
lowed by a new local farce, entitled, ‘‘The 
Fall of the Leaf,’ written by Lieut. Col. 
Addison, in which there are only two visible 
characters, Mary Markham, and Peter Follet, 
by Mr. and Mrs. John Wood, whose acting is 
capital. In the Opera, Mr. Allen makes a very 
good Don Cesar de Bazan, indeed he is 
encored nightly; Mr. Delavanti, as Charles 
the 2nd of Spain, is rather too tame. Miss 
Isaacs is gaining more laurels as Maritana, 
and we must not forget Miss S. Kenneth, as 
Lazarilla, who enacts the part charmingly; 
indeed, the opera altogether is deserving of 
great praise. 
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Free Trape Hari.—The Distin’s have 
been performing here upon their beautiful Sax 
‘Horns,during the past week; we had the plea- 
sure of hearing the CucooGalop the other even- 
ing, which was beautifully executed by Mr, D. 
& Sons, which so unraptured the audience, as 
to demand an encore. They concluded there 
engagement on Saturday, when we hope they 
had a bumper. 

Mecuanics Institution. — Mr. Gallahar 
gave his celebrated Solo Dramatic entertain- 
ment on Saturday evening last, to a highly 
respectable, and most delighted audience ; his 
personations are so numerous, that he seems 
to cause a general doubt in the minds of his 
audience, whether they are not witnessing the 
performances of a complete CorpsDramatiques, 
the rapidity fof his transformations are truly 
wonderful, for you could almost think that 
his dresses were so arranged, that he would 
have nothing to do but to run off the stage, 
through the clothes, and on the stage again. 
Weare glad to hear that he intends to visit us 
again about Christmas. 

Liverrpoor. AvetpHt Tueatre.—Mr. 
McCarthy has been going through a series of 
characters, and playing to thinner houses than 
he merited. His Rory O’More was a capital 
piece of acting,—stripped of all the absurd 
vulgarity that is too often associated with the 
Trish character on the stage. He has a strong 
touch of the Power style about him, and was 
facetious in recounting the story of the Fox of 
‘“‘Ballybotherem.” ‘The Bloomer Costume,” 
is got up in crack style, and the company ac- 

uit themselves most cleverly. On Monday 

vening one of those spectacles that please, 
the Conquest of Taranto was produced. Mr. 
Abel, with his renowned & most magnificently 
trained Dogs, appeared in the “ Idiot of the 
‘“* Cliff,” in which he excited loud applause ; 
and nothing could surpass the instinct and 
sagacity of Mr. Abel’s beautiful quadrupeds. 

Cotossreum.—Signora Pauline’s ascent on a 
rope 100 feet long, is one of those daring feats 
that almost makes one feel happy when you 
see her again on terra firma. The Flying 
Dutchman, (Thorpe) is very popular, and well 
worthy of his powers being witnessed, as his 
time here is but limited. A beautiful series of 
‘* Dissolving Views,’’ have been again produ- 
ced. They are exhibited by the aid of oxyhy- 
drogen light, which imparts most celestial 
thoughts and imaginations as the besutiful 
views present themselves. Apart from this, 
there is a copious supply of dancing, and vocal 
and instrumeatal music, which cannot but 
fascinate the numerous visitors that resort to 
the house of paradise. 

Royat AMPHITHEATRE. — Mr. Buckstone, 
and Mrs. Fitzwilliam, completed a prolonged, 





successful, and no doubt, a very profitable 
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engagement, both to the artistes, and the 
worthy lessee, Mr. Copeland, on Saturday 
evening. One of Buckstone’s earliest pro- 
ductions, “ Victorine, or, Pll Sleep on it,” 
was produced, with other entertainments, for 
the joint benefit of the Author, and Mrs. 
Fitzwilliam, Friday evening, m which they 
were decidedly successful; the house was 
crowded. On Saturday evening, “ Victurine,” 
“Good for Nothing,’ and the ‘ Jacobite,” 
again attracted an excellent assemblage. The 
present week, we may literally call a ‘* benefit” 
week,—at least, we trust it may turn out so. 
The “ Vicar of Wakefield,’ and ‘*Charles XII,” 
summoned the energy of the company on 
Monday evening. Messrs. Webb, Stoddart, 
Lunt, and C. Hale, make their respective 
appeals this week, in which they have been 
most happy and judicious in their catering 
abilities. ‘There is none more deserving of 
consideration, than the stock actors on these 
occasions. On the night of reckoning, it is to 
be hoped, their friends, and the public, will 
shew a bold front. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 

Casinet Tueartre, Liverpool-st., King’s- 
cross. Next Tuesday a performance will take 
place at this truly pretty Theatre, by some of 
the most talented amateurs in the metropolis. 
The Play fixed upon is Macbeth, after which 
several Duets will be sung by well-known 
vocalists. The amusements will terminate 
with the Farce of Box & Coz. We are glad to 
find the performances will take place so soon 
as Seven o’Clock, We anticipate a treat. 

Mr. Compton was indisposed and unable to 
appear as Aziel on Wednesdey; the part was 
performed by Mr. Shalders at a very shert 
notice, & acquitted himself most satisfactorily. 

Drury Lane.—We hear that it is Mr. 
Bunn’s intention to engage a good farce com- 
pany for his ensuing campaign. 

AYMARKET.—At present it is the intention 
of Mr. Benjamin Webster to open his Theatre 
on the 17th,—Monday week. 

Barrannta Satoon.—Mr. James Anderson 
the tragedian, having been engaged for a few 
nights by Mr. S. Lane, appeared during the 
past week as Hamlet, Macbeth, and Othello, 
to crowded houses. Mrs. Lane, who isa great 
favorite in this quarter of the town, re-com- 
mences her performances to-morrow evening. 

Tus American Equestrian Company 
have been very successful in Dublin. They 
will remain there for some time longer. 

Mr. Macrarren’s — Charles IT, will 
be produced at the Haymarket, on the re- 
opening of that establishment. 

Tus Distins.—The Distin Family are per- 
forming at the Free Trade Hall, Manchester. 

Mies Rosa Benner took her Benefit on 
Monday at Bury, and was honoured with a 








as 


crowded house. She appeared as Sophia in 
The Road to Ruin, and Margaretta in No Song, 
No Supper. She was warmly applauded. 

Franconr’s Troupe have left Brighton, and 
will appear at Nottingham to-morrow( Monday) 
where a new amphitheatre has been erected. 

Mr. Ausert Satu has been giving his en- 
tertainment, The Overland Mail, at the Har- 
monic Hall, Liverpool, during the past week. 

Miss R. Isaacs and Mr. Wairworrs are 
the stars at the Theatre Royal, Manchester. 
The Opera of Don Juan has been successful. 

Mr. Wricur concluded a very successful 
engagement at Birmingham, on Saturday, and 
will make his first appearance to-morrow, 
(Monday) at Sheffield, as Paul Pry, in the 
comedy of that title. 

Mr. & Mrs. Sims Reeves are at present at 
Brighton, enjoying the sea breezes, previous 
to commencing their tour in the provinces. 

Mr. Srrurr will henceforth, we hear, be 
associated with Mr. Lumley in the manage- 
ment of Her Majesty’s Theatre. 

Mr. Jas. Hackett, the celebrated American 
comedian, has arrived in London, and will 
shortly appear at the Haymarket Theatre. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 














BLOOMER COSTUME.— Five beautiful 
varieties, by which the public may judge, if 
this dress can ever become popular, are now 
added to Madame TUSSAUD & SON’S EXx- 
HIBITION.—Admission: Large Room and 
Hall of Kings, 1s.; Napoleon’s Shrine and 
Chamber of Horrors, 6d.—Open from 11 till 
dusk, and from 7 till 10.—Bazaar, Bakcr-st. 
Portman-square. 

CASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOL- 





‘BORN, OPEN EVERY EVENING, During 


the recess this favourite place of public resort 
has been gorgeously re-decorated throughout, 
The ball room, by far the largest and best 
ventilated in London, accommodates 3,000 
persons, The band, composed of the best 
artistes, and which gave such universal satisfac- 
tion, last season, has been re-engaged, with 
additions, under the direction of Mr. W. M. 
Packer, The ball room will be under the super- 
intendence of Messrs. Giovannelli and Wood. 
The smoking divan and balconies, newly deco- 
rated and arranged, command a complete view 
of the ball room. Admission 1s. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Three Months .........000e0ee0000 One Shilling. 

Six MONthS ssscesecceecerecrereeee LWO Shillings, 

Twelve Months.......+....0+-++-+ Four Shillings. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o'clock for 
the Proprietor, by S. Y. Collins, 113, Fleet-street, to be had 
of Vickers, Holywell-street; J. Allen, Warwick-lane > 
Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Scales, 195, Shcreditch; and all 
Booksellers and Newsvendors. 
Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate: Birmingham, 

W. Pratt, 82, Digbeith; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 


Liverpool. To be had by order in any of the Provincial 
Towns, 
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